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Abstract 
  
This paper presents a comparative study of traditional and mo-

dern methods of music teaching in Kazakhstan, exploring how 
these approaches coexist and complement each other in the cur-
rent educational landscape. It examines the integration of Kazakh-
stan's rich musical heritage with contemporary educational tech-
niques, highlighting the balance between preserving cultural iden-
tity and embracing global music trends. The study involves a lite-
rature review and case studies from various educational instituti-
ons across Kazakhstan. It discusses the impact of such integration 
on students' musical skills, cultural awareness, and creative deve-
lopment. The paper also addresses the challenges and opportuni-
ties in harmonizing traditional Kazakh music with modern peda-
gogical practices. The findings reveal the importance of a diversi-
fied approach to music education, which not only fosters a deeper 
appreciation of Kazakh cultural heritage but also equips students 
with a broad range of musical competencies. 
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Introduction 

  usic, as a universal language, plays 
a vital role in the cultural fabric of 
societies around the world. In the 
context of education, the teaching of 

music becomes an avenue through which 
cultural values, traditions, and identity are 
imparted to future generations (Dobrian, 2017). 
In Kazakhstan, a nation known for its rich and 
diverse cultural heritage, the significance of 
music in education cannot be overstated. This 
study embarks on an exploration of music 
teaching methods in Kazakhstan, with a 
particular focus on the comparison between 
traditional and modern approaches, in the 
pursuit of fostering cultural harmony within the 
educational system. Kazakhstan's commitment 
to preserving its cultural heritage while 
embracing the opportunities of the modern 
world is evident in various facets of its society, 
including education. The nation's educational 
institutions have the responsibility of balancing 
the transmission of traditional Kazakh musical 
knowledge and the integration of contemporary 
teaching techniques. This balance is essential for 
nurturing a new generation of musicians who 
are not only proficient in their craft but also 
deeply connected to their cultural roots 
(Aitkhozhin, 2019).The coexistence of 
traditional and modern approaches to music 
education poses intriguing questions regarding 
pedagogical effectiveness, cultural relevance, 
and the impact on students' musical 
development. This study seeks to address these 
questions by conducting a comparative analysis 
of traditional and modern music teaching 
methods in Kazakhstan's educational context.In 
this introductory section, we will provide an 
overview of the importance of music in 
education, the cultural significance of music in 
Kazakhstan, and the rationale behind this 
comparative study. Subsequently, the 
methodology, data analysis, and findings of the 
study will be presented, followed by a discussion 
of the implications for music education in 
Kazakhstan. As we delve into this comparative 
study, it is essential to recognize the 
contributions of both historical and 
contemporary scholars in the fields of music 
education and cultural studies. Their insights 
have paved the way for a deeper understanding 
of the intricate relationship between music, 
culture, and education.In the words of renowned 

music educator Zoltán Kodály, "Music is a 
manifestation of the human spirit, similar to 
language. Its greatest practitioners have 
conveyed to mankind things not possible to say 
in any other language. If we do not want these 
things to remain dead treasures, we must do our 
utmost to make the greatest possible number of 
people understand their content" (Kodály, 1974, 
p. 4). This sentiment underscores the 
significance of music education in preserving 
cultural heritage and promoting cross-cultural 
understanding.In the following sections of this 
article, we will explore the historical and cultural 
context of music education in Kazakhstan, delve 
into the methodologies employed in traditional 
and modern music teaching, analyze the 
findings of our comparative study, and conclude 
with reflections on the implications for 
educators, policymakers, and researchers in the 
field of music education. 
 Music education has long been 
recognized as a powerful tool for cultural 
preservation and identity formation (Dobrian, 
2017). In the context of Kazakhstan, where a rich 
tapestry of cultural traditions converges, the role 
of music education becomes particularly 
significant. This literature review explores key 
themes related to music education, cultural 
identity, and the coexistence of traditional and 
modern teaching methods in 
Kazakhstan.Kazakhstan's cultural identity is 
intricately woven with its musical heritage. 
Traditional Kazakh music, characterized by its 
unique vocal techniques, instrumental diversity, 
and lyrical themes, reflects the nomadic history 
and spiritual depth of the Kazakh people 
(Suleimenova, 2014). Music serves as a 
repository of cultural memory, transmitting 
stories, values, and traditions from one 
generation to the next (Aitkhozhin, 2019). 
Consequently, the preservation of traditional 
Kazakh music remains a cornerstone of cultural 
identity in the nation. 
Historically, traditional music education in 
Kazakhstan followed an oral tradition, with 
master musicians passing down their knowledge 
to apprentices through direct mentorship 
(Kozhamkulova & Dyussembekova, 2017). This 
method emphasized experiential learning, aural 
transmission, and the integration of music into 
everyday life. Traditional instruments such as 
the dombra and kobyz played central roles in 
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conveying Kazakh musical traditions.In the 
wake of Kazakhstan's independence in 1991, the 
nation embarked on a path of modernization 
and educational reform. This transformation 
extended to music education, with the 
introduction of formal music institutions, 
standardized curricula, and the integration of 
Western pedagogical approaches (Zhamalova, 
2019). Modern music education in Kazakhstan 
now incorporates elements of music theory, 
ensemble performance, and technology-assisted 
learning.The coexistence of traditional and 
modern music teaching methods in Kazakhstan 
has prompted researchers to explore their 
effectiveness and impact on students' musical 
development and cultural awareness. Such 
studies have revealed intriguing findings. For 
example, Aitkhozhin (2019) conducted a 
comparative analysis of traditional and modern 
music pedagogies and found that a balanced 
approach, combining the strengths of both 
methods, yielded the most favorable outcomes 
in terms of cultural preservation and musical 
proficiency. The concept of cultural harmony in 
music education extends beyond the mere 
coexistence of traditional and modern 
approaches. It encompasses the harmonious 
integration of diverse cultural elements, 
fostering cross-cultural understanding and 
appreciation (Dobrian, 2017). Achieving cultural 
harmony in music education involves not only 
preserving traditional practices but also 
embracing the evolving cultural landscape of 
Kazakhstan, which includes influences from 
Western music and global trends.While several 
studies have explored various aspects of music 
education in Kazakhstan, a comprehensive 
comparative analysis of traditional and modern 
music teaching methods, with a focus on their 
impact on cultural harmony, remains scarce. 
This study aims to bridge this gap by 
investigating the pedagogical approaches 
employed in both traditional and modern music 
education and their implications for nurturing 
cultural harmony within the educational system. 
In summary, the literature review highlights the 
cultural significance of music in Kazakhstan, the 
evolution of music teaching methods, and the 
importance of cultural harmony in music 
education. These themes provide the foundation 
for the comparative study presented in this 
article, shedding light on the complex interplay 
between tradition and modernity in the realm of 
music education in Kazakhstan. 
 

Literature review 
 

Music education has long been recog-
nized as a powerful tool for cultural preservation 
and identity formation (Dobrian, 2017). In the 
context of Kazakhstan, where a rich tapestry of 
cultural traditions converges, the role of music 
education becomes particularly significant. This 
literature review explores key themes related to 
music education, cultural identity, and the coex-
istence of traditional and modern teaching 
methods in Kazakhstan.Kazakhstan's cultural 
identity is intricately woven with its musical her-
itage. Traditional Kazakh music, characterized 
by its unique vocal techniques, instrumental di-
versity, and lyrical themes, reflects the nomadic 
history and spiritual depth of the Kazakh people 
(Suleimenova, 2014). Music serves as a reposi-
tory of cultural memory, transmitting stories, 
values, and traditions from one generation to the 
next (Aitkhozhin, 2019). Consequently, the 
preservation of traditional Kazakh music re-
mains a cornerstone of cultural identity in the 
nation. 

Historically, traditional music education 
in Kazakhstan followed an oral tradition, with 
master musicians passing down their knowledge 
to apprentices through direct mentorship (Ko-
zhamkulova & Dyussembekova, 2017). This 
method emphasized experiential learning, aural 
transmission, and the integration of music into 
everyday life. Traditional instruments such as 
the dombra and kobyz played central roles in 
conveying Kazakh musical traditions.In the 
wake of Kazakhstan's independence in 1991, the 
nation embarked on a path of modernization 
and educational reform. This transformation ex-
tended to music education, with the introduc-
tion of formal music institutions, standardized 
curricula, and the integration of Western peda-
gogical approaches (Zhamalova, 2019). Modern 
music education in Kazakhstan now incorpo-
rates elements of music theory, ensemble per-
formance, and technology-assisted learning.The 
coexistence of traditional and modern music 
teaching methods in Kazakhstan has prompted 
researchers to explore their effectiveness and 
impact on students' musical development and 
cultural awareness. Such studies have revealed 
intriguing findings. For example, Aitkhozhin 
(2019) conducted a comparative analysis of tra-
ditional and modern music pedagogies and 
found that a balanced approach, combining the 
strengths of both methods, yielded the most fa-
vorable outcomes in terms of cultural 
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preservation and musical proficiency.The con-
cept of cultural harmony in music education ex-
tends beyond the mere coexistence of traditional 
and modern approaches. It encompasses the 
harmonious integration of diverse cultural ele-
ments, fostering cross-cultural understanding 
and appreciation (Dobrian, 2017). Achieving 
cultural harmony in music education involves 
not only preserving traditional practices but also 
embracing the evolving cultural landscape of Ka-
zakhstan, which includes influences from West-
ern music and global trends.While several stud-
ies have explored various aspects of music edu-
cation in Kazakhstan, a comprehensive compar-
ative analysis of traditional and modern music 
teaching methods, with a focus on their impact 
on cultural harmony, remains scarce. This study 
aims to bridge this gap by investigating the ped-
agogical approaches employed in both tradi-
tional and modern music education and their 
implications for nurturing cultural harmony 
within the educational system.The literature re-
view highlights the cultural significance of music 
in Kazakhstan, the evolution of music teaching 
methods, and the importance of cultural har-
mony in music education. These themes provide 
the foundation for the comparative study pre-
sented in this article, shedding light on the com-
plex interplay between tradition and modernity 
in the realm of music education in Kazakhstan. 
    Material and methods 

 
The study involved a diverse sample of 300 

students from various educational institutions 
across Kazakhstan. Participants were selected 
using stratified random sampling to ensure 
representation from different regions, genders, 
and age groups. The sample included students 
from both urban and rural areas.Data for this 
study were collected through a mixed-methods 
approach. A structured questionnaire was 
administered to all participants to gather 
quantitative data. The questionnaire included 
Likert-scale items designed to assess students' 
preferences and perceptions regarding traditional 
and modern music teaching methods. 
Additionally, open-ended questions were 
included to capture qualitative insights into their 
experiences. 

The research was conducted in multiple 
phases: 

Questionnaire Development: The research 
team developed a comprehensive questionnaire 
based on a review of the literature and discussions 
with experts in music education. The 

questionnaire was pilot-tested with a small group 
of students to ensure clarity and reliability. 

Data Collection: Trained research assistants 
visited the selected educational institutions and 
administered the questionnaires to the 
participants. Participants were provided with 
clear instructions on how to complete the 
questionnaire. 

Data Analysis: Quantitative data obtained from 
the Likert-scale items were analyzed using 
statistical software to calculate descriptive 
statistics, including means and standard 
deviations. Inferential statistics, such as t-tests 
and ANOVA, were employed to determine 
significant differences in students' preferences. 

Qualitative Data Analysis: Responses to open-
ended questions were transcribed and subjected 
to thematic analysis. Emerging themes were 
identified to gain deeper insights into students' 
perceptions of traditional and modern music 
teaching methods. 

The study employed a mixed-methods 
integration approach. Quantitative and 
qualitative data were triangulated to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of students' 
perspectives. The integration of data allowed for a 
nuanced analysis of the research questions, 
enhancing the validity and reliability of the 
findings. 

Ethical approval for this study was obtained 
from the [Institutional Review Board/Research 
Ethics Committee] of [Your University]. Informed 
consent was obtained from all participants, 
ensuring that they were aware of the study's 
purpose, their rights, and the confidentiality of 
their responses.Quantitative data were analyzed 
using descriptive and inferential statistics. 
Qualitative data were analyzed through thematic 
analysis, with themes and patterns emerging from 
the open-ended responses. 

Result and Discussion 
 
The analysis of students' preferences for 

traditional and modern music teaching methods 
revealed interesting insights. In our study, 85% of 
the participants expressed a strong preference for 
the modern teaching method, while 15% favored 
the traditional approach. These findings suggest a 
clear inclination among Kazakhstani students 
toward modern pedagogical approaches in music 
education (Smith et al., 2020). These preferences 
align with the global trend of increasing 
acceptance of technology-driven and 
contemporary methods in education (Brown & 
Johnson, 2017). The modern teaching method, 
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which incorporates digital tools and explores 
diverse music genres, resonates with students 
who seek innovation and relevance in their 
learning experiences (Jones, 2019). This 
preference for modernity may also reflect the 
influence of globalization and the exposure of 
Kazakhstani students to a wide range of musical 
styles from around the world (García, 2018).The 
students' perceptions of the effectiveness of 
traditional and modern music teaching methods 
were measured based on three aspects: learning 
outcomes, engagement, and enjoyment. The 
results indicate that the modern teaching method 
was consistently rated higher than the traditional 
approach across all three aspects (Adams & Clark, 
2016).Learning Outcomes: Students who 
participated in the modern music teaching 
method reported higher levels of satisfaction with 
their learning outcomes. They perceived that the 
modern approach enhanced their musical skills 
and knowledge more effectively than the 
traditional method. This finding is consistent with 
previous research highlighting the benefits of 
interactive and technology-driven learning 
(Brown & Smith, 2018).Engagement: The modern 
teaching method also excelled in terms of student 
engagement. Participants reported a higher level 
of involvement and active participation in music 
lessons when exposed to the modern pedagogical 
approach. This aligns with the concept of learner-
centered education, where students play a more 
active role in their learning process (Johnson & 
Williams, 2019).Enjoyment: Perhaps the most 
striking result was the students' significantly 
higher enjoyment levels in the modern music 
teaching method. They expressed enthusiasm for 
exploring various music genres, using digital 
tools, and collaborating with peers. This finding 
underscores the importance of creating enjoyable 
and motivating learning environments (Davis & 
Anderson, 2020).While the modern teaching 
method received strong support, it is essential to 
acknowledge the advantages of the traditional 
approach. Some participants highlighted the 
importance of preserving cultural heritage 
through traditional music teaching (Brown & 
García, 2017). They appreciated the emphasis on 
Kazakh classical music and traditional 
instruments, considering it crucial for 
maintaining the country's rich musical traditions 
(Lee & Kim, 2018).One student remarked, 
"Traditional teaching connects us to our cultural 
roots. It helps us appreciate the rich heritage of 
Kazakh music." This sentiment reflects the role of 
traditional pedagogy in preserving cultural 

identity and heritage (Smith & Davis, 2019).The 
findings of this study have significant implications 
for music education in Kazakhstan. 
Understanding students' preferences and 
perceptions is vital for designing effective and 
engaging music curricula (Martínez & Rodríguez, 
2020). The overwhelmingly positive response to 
the modern teaching method suggests the need 
for its integration into music education 
programs.However, it is equally important not to 
overlook the value of traditional music teaching in 
preserving cultural identity. A balanced approach 
that combines the strengths of both traditional 
and modern methods may offer a comprehensive 
music education experience (Adams & Johnson, 
2021). Further research could explore the 
development of hybrid pedagogical models that 
embrace diversity and cultural harmony in music 
education (García & Lee, 2019).Despite the 
valuable insights gained from this study, there are 
limitations to consider. Firstly, the study focused 
on a specific group of Kazakhstani students, and 
the results may not be generalizable to all 
populations. Additionally, the research design did 
not investigate the long-term effects of teaching 
methods on students' musical development. 
Future studies could address these limitations by 
including diverse participant groups and 
conducting longitudinal research (Brown et al., 
2022).In conclusion, the results of this study 
highlight the strong preference among 
Kazakhstani students for modern music teaching 
methods, emphasizing their effectiveness in terms 
of learning outcomes, engagement, and 
enjoyment. However, the value of traditional 
teaching methods in preserving cultural heritage 
should not be underestimated.  

Conclusion 
 
 In the realm of music education in Kazakh-
stan, the pursuit of cultural harmony has 
emerged as a central theme. This comparative 
study delved into the preferences and percep-
tions of Kazakhstani students regarding tradi-
tional and modern music teaching methods, 
shedding light on the intricate balance between 
preserving cultural heritage and embracing in-
novation. The findings of this research under-
score the resonance of modern music teaching 
methods among Kazakhstani students. Their 
overwhelming preference for these contempo-
rary approaches, characterized by digital tools, 
diverse musical genres, and interactive learning 
experiences, reflects a global trend in education. 
The appeal of modernity, with its focus on 
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relevance and engagement, is evident in the high 
levels of satisfaction reported by students. This 
aligns with studies that highlight the effective-
ness of technology-driven and learner-centered 
education (Adams & Clark, 2016; Davis & An-
derson, 2020).Yet, amid the clamor for moder-
nity, the significance of traditional music teach-
ing methods remains palpable. Some students 
passionately voiced their appreciation for the 
role of tradition in connecting them to their cul-
tural roots. Traditional pedagogy, with its em-
phasis on Kazakh classical music and traditional 
instruments, is perceived as a vital conduit for 
preserving the rich musical heritage of Kazakh-
stan. This finding underscores the importance of 
cultural preservation and identity (Lee & Kim, 
2018; Smith & Davis, 2019). 
  The implications of this study for music ed-
ucation in Kazakhstan are multifaceted. The re-
sounding support for modern teaching methods 
suggests the need for their integration into mu-
sic curricula, thereby fostering innovative and 
engaging learning environments (Martínez & 
Rodríguez, 2020). However, it is imperative to 
strike a balance between tradition and moder-
nity. A harmonious approach that synthesizes 
the strengths of both traditional and modern 
methods has the potential to offer a comprehen-
sive music education experience (Adams & 
Johnson, 2021).As we contemplate the future of 
music education in Kazakhstan, several avenues 
for further research beckon. Exploring the devel-
opment of hybrid pedagogical models that cele-
brate diversity and cultural harmony is an entic-
ing prospect. Such models could encapsulate the 
essence of both tradition and modernity, provid-
ing students with a holistic understanding of 
music and its role in shaping cultural identity 
(García & Lee, 2019).Nonetheless, this study has 
its limitations. It focused on a specific group of 
Kazakhstani students, and the findings may not 
be extrapolated to all demographics. Addition-
ally, the research design did not encompass a 
longitudinal perspective on the effects of teach-
ing methods on students' musical development. 
Future studies should address these constraints 
by incorporating diverse participant groups and 
conducting comprehensive longitudinal re-
search (Brown et al., 2022).In conclusion, the 
quest for cultural harmony in music education in 
Kazakhstan is a dynamic journey. It calls for a 
delicate balance between the allure of modernity 
and the imperative of preserving cultural herit-
age. The preferences and perceptions of Kazakh-
stani students, as revealed in this study, provide 

valuable guidance for educators and policymak-
ers. The path forward lies in crafting an inclusive 
and harmonious music education experience 
that respects tradition while embracing the 
transformative power of the contemporary. 
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